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political considerations which control the national move-
ment, The events of the last few months have rendered
the crisis more acute, and have brought into sharper contrast
extreme and moderate views. The Kenya decision, unsatis-
factory as it might be called from the Indian point of view
even with the subsequent modifications, was followed by
threats and attempts at a general " boycott " which did
not mature. People had already realized after experience
that the " boycott " often proves a boomerang which hurts
those who launch it rather than those at whom it is aimed.
Political assassinations recurred in Bengal, reason was
abandoned and passion became the dominating instinct
of the hour. The opening of the Legislative session was
heralded by a stormy period in which it seemed to be
imagined, notwithstanding Lord Reading's warning, that
the Government could be brought to a state of impotency
and a complete standstill. No one appears to have faced
the plain fact that no Government can be rendered help-
less except by superior force. It is unnecessary, one would
imagine, to say more in the present instance.

But at this moment an event happened outside India
which seemed to the excited minds of the extremists to
provide a positive assurance that their views wrould prevail,
and that they had only to go on asking with persistence to
receive. The event was the formation of a Labour Govern-
ment in London. It was imagined that such an adminis-
tration would yield on every point, and that its greatest
effort would be devoted to the task of doing the exact
opposite of its predecessor and especially with regard to
India. India's day was declared to have arrived, no, not
India's, but that of the Swarajists and the most extreme
among them. And for some weeks this impression retained
its full force, during which the Legislative session commenced.
It was bruited about that the session would be stormy, and
that a majority had bound themselves together to obstruct
Government business, and to produce in a little time com-
plete confusion and cessation of administration. It was
declared that behind the immediate intention of hindering
and humiliating the Government, there was a deeper